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Minutes of the  

Colonial Beach Town Council  

Regular Meeting held on  

Thursday, July 10, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Colonial Beach Town Center 

22 Washington Avenue 

Colonial Beach, VA 22443 

 

 

Present  
 Mayor, Mike Ham  

 Member, Pete Bone 

 Member, Linda Brubaker 

 Member, Wanda Goforth 

 Member, Gary Seeber 

  

Also Present  
 Town Manager, Val Foulds 

 Town Attorney, Andrea Erard  

 Town Clerk, Kathleen Flanagan 

 Police Chief, Libby Legg 

 

 

Call to Order 
Mayor Ham called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.    

 

Pledge of Allegiance 
Mayor Ham led a recitation the Pledge of Allegiance.   

 

Roll Call of Members 
All members were present, except Tommy Edwards who was out of town and Jim Chiarello who 

had a medical emergency. 

 

Additions to the Agenda 
There were no additions to the agenda. 
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Approval of the Agenda 
A motion was made by Mr. Seeber to approve the agenda and seconded by Ms. Goforth.  Mayor 

Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  The “ayes” were unanimous, 

the motion to approve the agenda passed. 

 

Approval of the Minutes  
Mr. Seeber made a motion to approve of the minutes for the June 12, 2014 regular meeting and 

the June 18, 2014 emergency meeting. Ms. Goforth seconded the motion.   

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”   The ayes have it. 

 

Council Announcements 
Mr. Bone would like to discuss at the next work session the establishment of two committees.  

One would deal with correspondence addressed to council members and the other dealing with 

backlogged issues. 

 

Mayor Ham announced that the school system has begun its free dinners every Thursday night 

from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm.  Donations are welcome.   

 

Presentations 

 
10-year Service Award, R. Adam Schaefer 
Mayor Ham presented a certificate, a keychain and a check to Mr. Schaefer remarking “In 

recognition of your ten years of service in the Treasurer’s Office and your commitment to 

serving the citizens of Colonial Beach, Virginia.” 

 

(Applause.) 

 

Richard L. Hurlbert, Jr. and David Pearson, Related Apartment Preservation, Update on 

Riverwood Apartments financing 

Mr. Hurlbert updated Town Council on the status of Related Apartment Preservation’s 

successful application to rehabilitate and renovate Riverwood Apartments.   

 

Mr. Hurlbert further reported that the Redevelopment and Housing Authority will not serve as 

the issuer of the bonds as the 9% credits awarded are linked to VHDA financing vehicles.   

 

However, Related Apartment Preservation has met with the RHA and has made a commitment to 

contribute to the Authority’s mission. 

 

Mr. Pearson reported that the project has been a “long time coming.”  The renovations will 

include interior as well as exterior renovations to the apartments and will begin in December or 

January. 
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The renovations will include:  improving curb appeal; improving overall security; installation of 

a camera system and continue foot patrols.  

 

Mayor Ham thanked Mr. Hurlbert and Mr. Pearson and is looking forward to working with them. 

 

Mayor Ham then thanked Chief Legg, the fire department, rescue squad and public works for 

their hard work on the 4
th

 of July.  

 

(Applause.) 

 

Val Foulds, Town Manager 

Ms. Foulds noted that on October 16, as part of the Downtown Revitalization project, there will 

be a public hearing to submit an application for a VDOT grant.   

 

Citizen Input 
Betty Wilson, 512 Monroe Bay Avenue, spoke to the issue of homeowners being required to 

maintain their residence and cut their grass.  Ms. Wilson urged council to enforce those 

ordinances.   

 

Ursula Finney, 214 Meadow Avenue, spoke to the ditch issue in the Meadows, noting she has 

repeatedly asked for help and been ignored.   

 

Ms. Finney further noted that when the budget was passed, there is no money for repairs to the 

run off issues in the Meadows.   

 

Jean Conaty, 207 Monroe Bay Avenue, noted she was part of Colonial Beach Concerned 

Citizens.   

 

Ms. Conaty asked about debt transfers, specifically no. 5500 and 9999003.  Ms. Conaty asked if 

there was a written contract detailing how and when the $1 million loan will be mandated to go 

back to the town.  Ms. Conaty noted that council needs to pay attention to any unsecured debt 

that will be payable for 20 or 30 years. 

 

Ms. Conaty would appreciate an answer in writing from Council.   

 

Ms. Erard replied that the attorney for the School Board has a copy of the MOU, said Mr. Trivett 

was looking it over, and that he would get back with Ms. Erard.   

 

Ms. Goforth asked if the citizens know what Ms. Erard is talking about in relation to the 

“MOU?” 

 

(Several voices in the audience shouted out “No.”) 

 



4 | P a g e  

 

Ms. Erard explained that she is referring to a proposed Memorandum of Understanding between 

the Town Council and the School Board “to identify what the School Board’s obligations and 

responsibilities are what the Town Council was agreeing to do, as well.” 

 

Betty Tiches, 1808 Beach Avenue, noted she spoke at the June meeting about a problem with the 

alley behind her property that has been ongoing for three years.   

 

Ms. Tiches said she cannot get a “clear deed” and no one with the town knows what to do and 

just passes the buck.   

 

Ms. Tiches said Ms. Foulds told her the corrections need to be re-advertised.  Ms. Tiches further 

noted the staff is “incompetent and need to go.” 

 

Mayor Ham interrupted and asked Ms. Tiches “not to make personal attacks.”  Mayor Ham 

further noted the town attorney has the documents and is working on resolving the issue. 

 

Ms. Erard noted “There is no error with Ms. Tiches’ deed or the ordinance.” 

 

Ms. Tiches disagreed. 

 

Ms. Erard further noted “Ordinances 611 and 612 do need to be corrected.  I’ve done those 

corrections.  I’ve prepared the ad and will finish the Deed of Correction.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker informed Ms. Tiches that both the Town Attorney and the Town Manager have 

assured her that issue will be taken care of by August 14. 

 

Ms. Brubaker noted she has talked to Ms. Tiches, “face to face,” and was under the assumption 

that a letter had been sent to Ms. Tiches.  Ms. Brubaker apologized to Ms. Tiches for the 

misunderstanding. 

 

Ms. Brubaker promised to get back with Ms. Tiches if the issue isn’t resolved by the 14
th

 of 

August. 

 

Ron Knight, 321 Irving Avenue, noted he is a retired Sheriff and welcomed Chief Legg to 

Colonial Beach.   

 

Mr. Knight asked “What is the current cost per student percentage this fiscal year? And, what 

does it cost, by percentage comparison, to surrounding school systems?”  “Has there been a cost 

benefit analysis on that, moving the students from Colonial Beach to Westmoreland.  If not, why 

not?”  

 

Mr. Knight continued “The cost benefit analysis would provide important information to 

determine if Colonial Beach schools should remain in the beach or be combined with 

Westmoreland County.” 
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Mr. Knight noted he is a member of Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens. 

 

Bob Fisher, 7 5
th

 Street, noted he and his wife are members of the Colonial Beach Concerned 

Citizens and has questions pertaining to the school. 

 

Mr. Fisher asked “Does the School Board provide to the Town Council a full accounting of all 

school system funds, including all types of revenue and all expenditures.  If not, why not?  And, 

last request, will the Town Council request a full account of School Board finances for the past 

three years?” 

 

Lynn Fisher, 7 5
th

 Street, noted she is a CBCC member.   

 

Ms. Fisher spoke to the 911 system transfer to Westmoreland County approximately one year 

ago at a  cost of what?   

 

Ms. Fisher noted that two years prior to that, the 911 system was moved to the current PD 

building and asked, “Again, what was the cost to move that?  It’s not cheap to move a 911 

system.  So why are you flip flopping back and forth.  My suggestion, pay to upgrade or 

purchase new 911 equipment and leave the system with Westmoreland County.  This town 

cannot afford to pay $40,000 to $60,000 – and that’s a conservative estimate, I’m just guessing – 

every one to three years to move the 911 system.”   

 

Ms. Fisher continued “I feel residents of this town are not aware of the cost involved in moving a 

911 system and I would like to know exactly what it cost to move this system three years ago 

and again, one year ago. 

 

Also, has there been a cost benefit analysis of moving the Colonial Beach Police Department to 

the Westmoreland County Sheriff’s Office?  If not, why not? 

 

And what is the yearly rental fee for the building in which the Colonial Beach Police Department 

resides?  We would like some answers.” 

 

(Applause.) 

 

Sharon Briscoe, 218 Dogwood Avenue, is a member of Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens.  Ms. 

Briscoe asked a question regarding the 2015 budget, “Where in the budget is the Westmoreland 

County in-revenue funds for school students?  Why is there no apparent in-revenue for out of 

town students attending our town school system?  Is our local tax paying for those non local 

students?” 

 

Steve Briscoe, 218 Dogwood Avenue, is a member of Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens.  Mr. 

Briscoe asked “In the 2015 budget, under ‘Highways and Streets,’ -- the Riverside Meadows 

residents will also be paying the additional property tax increases, so why would the town cut all 

revenue sharing road improvement funds purposefully for that area?” 
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(Applause.) 

 

Mayor Ham asked for a representative of the Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens Group. 

 

Lorraine Blancke, 111 Dogwood Avenue, noted she is a registered voter and taxpayer in town 

and is also a member of the Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens.  Ms. Blancke noted “I would be 

happy to be one of the citizens you get back to.  Val has my email address.  You now have my 

home address.  My phone number is 804-224-2475.  You can call me.” 

 

Ms. Blancke congratulated the Management Team for the revitalization grant and is excited 

about the progress to be made on the boardwalk and around town. 

 

Ms. Blancke continued “Earlier this month a few members of the Concerned Citizens met with 

the Town Manager, Val, to better understand some of the line items in the budget.  Val was very 

cooperative, very helpful.  We did this because we wanted to have a good understanding before 

we presented some of the questions that we’ve given you already today.  And there will be more 

coming. 

 

Today, the Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens are presenting to council some of the issues we 

would like addressed this fiscal year.  We care deeply about this town.  There is no doubt about 

that.  And we want to help with its work and improvements.   

 

We are not here for complaints.  We want to help.  We want to be concerned and we want to help 

you help this town.   

 

We ask that each of you, individuals, who are either going to be up for re-election or new 

elections into the town council, each of you publically state your agenda regarding each of the 

issues that that the Concerned Citizens present to them. 

 

We want the public to know where you stand and what you’re going to do and what we can do to 

help you do it.  We would like you to publicly state where you stand on these issues prior to 

election. 

 

Aside from the Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens, I don’t have a legal background and I don’t 

know the legal weight of the Memorandum of Understanding.  So if it’s not signed by the school, 

does this mean that the town will not be transferring money to the school?” 

 

Mayor Ham noted that answer will be in the response. 

 

Ms. Blancke continued “Thank you.  And, as a resident of Riverside Meadows, it was already 

addressed by Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens, but ask that the recent cut of all the funds 

proposed under “Highways and Streets” expenditures slated for revenue sharing in Riverside 

Meadows for improving and maintaining roads, I ask that those funds be incorporated into future 

fiscal year budgets, perhaps as a five-year plan, maybe, to improve and pave at least one unpaved 

road a year.  And that the builders, like Hamlet Homes, be charged a fee for new construction of 
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homes that does not include solid pavement roads prior to receipt of occupancy permits.  Thank 

you.” 

 

(Applause.) 

 

William Flammer, 2802 Dwight Avenue,  spoke to Ms. Tiches.  Mr. Flammer thinks three years 

waiting is incredible. 

 

Mayor Ham said this issue is being fixed. 

 

Mr. Flammer asked how many years does it take?  Before we have the roads paved in the 

Meadows? 

 

Ms. Erard said that Ms. Gawen, the Commissioner of Revenue, wrote a letter.  She was reading 

Note #12 on the plat which says that there is a 15-foot right of way that needs to be divided 

between five parcels.  That would, logically, lead one to the conclusion that there is an error 

because between five parcels, that would be three feet each. 

 

What I think confused her is that the plat referred to the width of the right of way, which was 

vertical.  The width of the lots was horizontal.  And so, I think she was confused by the wording.  

So the error that she asserts is not there.  The note was very confusing.” 

 

Mr. Flammer noted he still believes almost three years is unacceptable.   

 

Mr. Flammer further noted “The Town shouldn’t be in the real estate business.  Go hire a 

professional so this doesn’t happen in the future.” 

 

Mr. Flammer continued “I spoke with a council member about the paving job of 9
th

 Street.  I was 

told that was part of a grant that allows you to pave roads that received new water and sewer 

lines.   

 

That’s not what I was told by another person on council.  They said we did that because 

(inaudible).  And that’s not what I got from Rob Murphy.  He said the town paid $7,000 for 

doing that. 

 

My question is Why would we pave a road that was already paved, there are no houses on that 

road, there’s probably a 200-foot section that was paved, there are no housing and there were no 

water and sewer lines put there based on the admissions by the citizens who are there who 

havent’ seen anything done on that street. 

 

Then I got a call from a lady on 9
th

 Street and Theresa went to her and said they were going to 

fine her because her grass if five inches tall.  How are we continuing to give citizens a hard time 

because of their grass being five or six inches tall, when I think, as we all walked in this door 

tonight, the grass right out here in front of town hall is six inches tall.   
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If we’re not going to follow the ordinance ourselves on town property, how can we fine citizens. 

 

One more thing, I support the Colonial Beach Concerned Citizens.  I think you all (looking at 

Council) are going to be held accountable in the future, so you better ship up.” 

 

(Applause.) 

 

Joyce Gunderson, 919 Bryant Avenue, asked “Did the Council recently borrow $1 million and 

give the money to the school system?  If so, when did it happen?  What are the terms of the loan?  

Was there any collateral at all?  What was the purpose of the loan?  Will the school system repay 

the town treasury?  When will they pay it back? 

 

My next question is:  Does the school system track Colonial Beach high school graduates?  For 

the last few years, I would like to know how many students actually attend college, go into the 

armed services or a vocational program and complete their degrees.  Over the years, many are 

listed the day of graduation as attending certain colleges and other programs.  But, do they 

actually complete this? 

 

I would like to see that.  I pretty well have a good handle on that.  

 

Thank you very much.  And I am a very concerned citizen, very, very, very.” 

 

Don Brown, 30 Virginia Avenue, 30 Virginia Avenue, a member of the Colonial Beach 

Concerned Citizens, asked about beach erosion at the end of the boardwalk near Virginia and 

Lincoln Avenue.   

 

Mr. Brown said this area is particularly vulnerable and that the town has put a bandaid on this 

problem by installing large concrete barriers across the boardwalk and on the beach at the end of 

Virginia Avenue.   

 

Revetments were installed near the shoreline at intervals that project out 20 feet and act to 

redirect wave action away from the shore and helps to stabilize the beach.   

 

A few of the revetments are rotted.  Also, the range station operated by Dahlgren formally had 

boulders to mitigate beach erosion.  The boulders are not longer near the tower.  A spokesperson 

from the base has said they will work to correct the problem.   

 

Ms. Brubaker asked Mr. Brown if the pier was at the end of the Lincoln Avenue condominiums? 

 

Mr. Brown answered “Yes.” 

 

Jay Jarvis, 225 Boundary, spoke to visibility within our budgeting system and visibility within 

the town. 
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Mr. Jarvis noted Mr. Bone made a proposal that if we sell property, that some of that money be 

diverted.   

 

Mr. Jarvis further noted that all receipts from sale of properties go into the Capital Improvement 

fund, not for other things.  It goes into capital improvement.   

 

Mr. Jarvis said the current CIP is just awful.  Mr. Jarvis has, on his own, written an SOP based 

on data from Ashland, Manassas Park, and Carroll County’s program.   

 

The CIP serves as a plan for the future and the preservation and extension of the town’s 

infrastructure.  The local planning commission is tasked to submit a Capital Improvement Plan to 

the local governing body based on the Comprehensive Plan every five years.   

 

Mr. Jarvis noted that the Fire Department is a private organization and before we give them any 

money, as a concerned citizen, I would want to know how they are spending their money.   

 

Mr. Jarvis further noted that improvement of the fire department building is not in our CIP, so 

why would we give them money to do that?   

 

Mr. Jarvis asked if there will be a response, just send it to him. 

 

Ms. Goforth told Mr. Jarvis that she has not received any emails from him.  Ms. Brubaker said 

she also did not get it.  Mr. Jarvis will re-send the information. 

 

Walter Kern, 2400 McKinney Boulevard, noted a citizen that lives on Lossing and Sulgrave that 

has a water leak that has been there since May.  The citizen has called Public Works.  The leak 

has continued.   

 

Mr. Kern further noted that his cell phone has never dropped a call when he has called 911.  

There was a switch at the police department that would transfer all 911 calls to the county.  No 

action was taken by the town to repair the defective switch.  Finally, two council members 

discovered the problem.  This is an example of the town not performing maintenance. 

 

Mr. Kern believes it will cost the town $500,000 to set up communications now. 

 

Luke Sydnor, 215 Ball Street, spoke to moving Town Hall.  Mr. Sydnor stated that “80% of the 

homes and properties in Colonial Beach have mold.”  Mr. Sydnor is concerned that the old 

elementary property has not been tested for mold.   

 

Mr. Sydnor stated that window unit air conditioners are the number one units to have mold.  

 

Mr. Sydnor stated that if you have a cell phone number that is in Maryland, the 911 call will go 

to Maryland.   

 

(Applause.) 
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Mr. Seeber recommended two or three of the members of the CBCC come to the meetings as 

most of the answers to the questions posed tonight have already been answered.   

 

Ms. Goforth recommended the questions that were posed that pertain to the school be addressed 

to the School Board.   

 

Unfinished Business 

Mr. Bone asked about the status of the MOU for the school. 

 

Mayor Ham stated there is a new proposed MOU that states (1) when the property will be turned 

over to the town as collateral for the loan or for the town to sell to pay off the loan, (2) after the 

settlement from the insurance company, all funds, including money from the sale of the property, 

will go to repay the bond,  The MOU will be key to describing how the town will get back its 

money.   

 

Mayor Ham stated he will provide a copy to all Council members and the town attorney by this 

weekend. 

 

Ms. Brubaker stated that the issue of the MOU has been around since last fall.  Ms. Brubaker 

further asked “What makes this Council believe the school will turn over the property?  If the 

sale of the property is to pay back the loan, what happens if we do get the property – and I have 

my doubts – and the property does not sell?  How does the bond get paid back?” 

 

Ms. Brubaker then addressed the CBCC saying “I sympathize with your questions.  I do not 

believe the Council has been transparent in giving you the right answers.  The MOU is a big, 

dark hole.  It’s with the attorney – it’s with this attorney – now the Mayor is going to draft it.  

That MOU has not been presented to me.  I have no input on that MOU.  I don’t know if my 

fellow council members have or not.  But, frankly, it’s gone on long enough.” 

 

Ms. Goforth stated “My understanding was that the Chairman of the School Board has stated that 

he is not going to turn the property over.  Are you saying now that you’ve had discussions with 

him? 

 

Mayor Ham replied “I have not heard that statement from the Chairman.” 

 

Ms. Gunderson, sitting in the audience, noted the statement was made during the meeting at the 

high school. 

 

Mayor Ham replied “I believe he said ‘We don’t have to give it to you.’” 

 

(Inaudible citizen comments from the audience.) 
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Mayor Ham said “I’m not going to get into a debate over this.  I know a lot of people think that 

the .03 cent tax increase was strictly to pay the loan.  The .03 cent tax increase was not 

earmarked for anything except town revenue.” 

 

Ms. Goforth stated “Mr. Mayor, I’m sorry, but that’s not true.  We talked about it.  .03 cents was 

going for the loan and .01 cent to the town.  .04 cents increase on real estate.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker stated “That’s exactly correct.” 

 

Mr. Bone stated “The MOU is supposed to solve this.  This is so that, a year from now, it is 

clear.”   

 

Mr. Bone continued “I think we need to have a basic understanding of what we’re talking about, 

an understanding that is mutual.  That is the key here. 

 

I would like to establish a date, tonight.  We need to sign it or reject it.” 

 

Mayor Ham said “I would say we could get it done by September.” 

 

Mr. Bone responded “I think three weeks is sufficient time.  This has been going on since 

January.  I want to put this behind us and get on with it.” 

 

(Applause.) 

 

Mr. Bone continued “Set if for three weeks from tonight.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker stated “Mr. Bone, that sounds like a good idea.  These students need to be moved 

back into this school in September.  This council has agreed to take out a bond to move these 

students.  This council has not agreed on anything else.  If we do not have an MOU, will there be 

a bond issue?” 

 

Mr. Bone made a motion that we have a meeting three weeks from now. 

 

Ms. Brubaker replied “That’s not time enough, sir.” 

 

Ms. Erard asked the Mayor “Have you talked with Mr. Trivett?” 

 

Mayor Ham replied “Not about the MOU.” 

 

Mayor Ham continued “We talked briefly about it a few weeks ago and we worked some figures 

with the finance POC.  We need to put it down in writing and let them see what our 

understanding is.  We need to agree what our understanding is.  And the School Board needs to 

see it and see what their understanding is.” 
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Ms. Erard stated “If you’ll just tell me what our understanding is, I’ll be happy to go back and 

revise it and send it out to you all.” 

 

Mayor Ham replied “Right now, my understanding, what I think it is…I’ll send it to all council 

members, get it to you.  To continue this tonight, we could all give you our understandings.  Let 

me write something and get everybody to look at and get it back to you.” 

 

Mayor Ham continued “I agree with Pete, we have to do something.  The MOU is not going to 

sign itself.  It’s not going to crawl back in here and jump in somebody’s lap and say I’m back.  

Obviously, they had a real concern over the issue of it being a one-year loan.  If the property 

doesn’t sell, we said we’re going to take the money out of your operating budget.  That would 

have been a disaster for them. 

 

So let’s put together an MOU based on what we’ve talked about tonight.  I’m not great at writing 

them, but I can at least put down the facts.  Everybody on council will get a copy of it.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker asked “Why can’t we bring this up in a public forum, Mr. Mayor?  Why do you 

have to write it?  Why can’t we discuss this right now?” 

 

Mayor Ham “Discuss it if you want to.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker said “It’s my understanding that we will procure a bond in the amount of 

approximately $1.2 million.  I personally have not been told that that figure needs to be raised, 

although I have heard through the rumor mill that the bid came in quite a lot higher.  So we have 

to estimate that $1.2 million. 

 

We are obligated as a council to move those students back to the Town of Colonial Beach.  It’s 

my understanding that is all we are obligated to.  We are not obligated for lights.  We are not 

obligated to fix the restrooms.  We are not obligated to upgrade the security system.  We are not 

obligated to do anything of that.  That has to be a separate issue.  That’s my understanding, Mr. 

Mayor.” 

 

Mr. Seeber agreed with Ms. Brubaker and said “We have agreed to bring the kids back to town.  

The rest of the stuff if there’s not a tit for tat, then it won’t be.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker continued “The only other thing I would add to that, Ms. Attorney, is that if we do 

not have the property signed over to us, there will be no further discussion with regard to the 

other items.” 

 

Mr. Seeber responded “See, that’s the problem.  We don’t know how long the insurance money 

is going to take.  It took two years for the high school that was damaged over in Louisa in the 

earthquake.  The same insurance company.  The same attorney.  It took them two years.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker responded “I respect that, Mr. Seeber.  But, there again, how can we spend the 

citizen’s money with no assurance that there is any way to pay it back.” 
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Mr. Seeber said “The MOU should provide that assurance.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker “Then we want to put that in there.” 

 

Mr. Seeber continued “I agree 100%.  We won’t give them the money until we get the MOU that 

says we’re going to get the property.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker continued “We will move the students, but we won’t do the other stuff.” 

 

Mr. Seeber said “We’ll get the Mayor’s copy, then we’ll send our comments back by the end of 

next week.  That’s step one.  Then we send it to the attorney.  She’s going to get a week to do it.  

Then we’ll send it to the School Board to give them a week before we have a meeting with 

them.” 

 

Mr. Bone agreed. 

 

Ms. Brubaker asked “How long does it take to review an MOU?  A week?  Come on, let’s be 

real.  School starts in September.  I’m not going to wait any longer. 

 

Their attorney has had it for months.  It doesn’t take a month to review two paragraphs.  It 

doesn’t take you a week to type it.  If Mike--you have our thoughts--if Mike can get you 

additional information, it will take you a couple of days.  Get it back to council.  Give us a 

couple of days to review it and give them a couple of days.  We should be able to meet within ten 

days.” 

 

Mr. Bone noted “A lot of it is our own fault.  We went from transferring the property to 

insurance and paying back.  We’ve had two different versions of them and neither one has gone 

forward.” 

 

Ms. Erard spoke “Their attorney reviewed it and gave it to Mr. Trivett, so Mr. Trivett has it.” 

 

Ms. Erard continued “I can put these terms we just discussed and I can get it out first thing in the 

morning to you.” 

 

Mr. Bone said “I am not trying to push it, but I am trying to give an end date so when we come 

back we know this is what we’re going to do.” 

 

Ms. Goforth noted “Everyone should have their comments in by the end of next week, on the 

18
th

 of July.” 

 

Mr. Bone asked “Can we give an estimate of time when we’re going to have a response to the 

CBCC.” 
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Mr. Seeber said “I would look at, since they are an organization, that they have gotten together to 

discuss these questions.  Would it be relatively easy for you to send that whole list of questions 

in one email?” 

 

Ms. Blancke answered from the audience saying “We will get those to you.”   

 

Mr. Seeber said “Send your copy to Val.  If you want to copy us, feel free.  I read my email.” 

 

Ms. Brubaker said “As the Point of Contact for the school, I would be happy to receive email and 

distribute it to my fellow council members.” 

 

Ms. Blancke answered “I’ll send it to Val.  Val has communicated with the Concerned Citizens.  

So I’ll send it to Val and she gets it out to you.” 

 

Mr. Seeber asked that Ms. Blancke send it to:  towncouncil@colonialbeachva.net.   

 

Ms. Blancke will send the questions to Val and copy council on Monday.  Answers to the 

questions will be ready by close of business on the 23
rd

. 

 

.New Business 

 

Resolution #44-14,  Authorizes the Mayor and Town Manager to sign Amendment #1 to the 

Memorandum of Understanding regarding Environmental Services 

 

Mr. Seeber made a motion to approve Resolution #44-14 as written.  Ms. Brubaker seconded the 

motion. 

 

Randall Wright, citizen, asked to speak.  Mayor Ham recommended Mr. Wright contact the town 

manager for information. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote on the motion.  Mr. Seeber voted “aye,” Ms. Brubaker voted 

“aye,” Mrs. Goforth voted “aye,” Mr. Bone voted “nay,” and Mayor Ham voted “aye.” 

Resolution #44-14 passes with a 4-1 vote. 

 

------------------Resolution #44-14------------------ 

 

Resolution #44-14, Authorizes the Mayor and Town Manager to sign Amendment #1 
to the Memorandum of Understanding regarding Environmental Services   

WHEREAS, a Memorandum of Understanding regarding Environmental Services was entered into by 

the Town of Colonial Beach on May 10, 2013 and by Westmoreland County on April 24, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, the Town of Colonial Beach and Westmoreland County desire to amend the Memorandum 

of Understanding with Amendment #1, which replaces number 3 on page 2 of 2 and reads as follows: 

mailto:towncouncil@colonialbeachva.net
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“It is further agreed 

3.  This MOU will be effective when authorized by both parties and will continue in effect unless 

modified by mutual consent of the parties thereto or terminated by either party after providing 30-days 

notice in writing to the other party.” 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Town Council, meeting in regular session, 

Thursday, July 10, 2014 hereby authorizes the Mayor and Town Manager to execute Amendment #1 to 

the Memorandum of Understanding on behalf of the Town. 

----------------------End of Resolution---------------------- 

 

Resolution #45-14, Donation by Town Council to Colonial Beach Public 

Schools 

Mayor Ham noted that this is a donation back to the schools to cover zoning fees paid. 

 

Mr. Seeber made a motion to approve Resolution #45-14 as written.  Mr. Bone seconded the 

motion.   

 

Ms. Brubaker noted “It’s my understanding that the fee is so high because the property had been 

subdivided at the request of Dr. Power several years ago.  Had it all been one lot, it would have 

been considerably less.  Not subdivided, but separated somehow.  Yes, it has been subdivided.”   

 

Mr. Seeber requested that issue, Did Dr. Power have the property divided within the last four 

years, on the list of questions and answers to the CBCC. 

 

Ms. Foulds asked council to allow her to work with the auditors to do a journal entry for the fees 

so everyone would be whole without tapping into this year’s budget.  There was agreement on 

council. 

 

Mr. Bone asked if there would be more fees? 

 

Ms. Foulds was not 100% sure; it has changed a couple of times.   

 

Ms. Brubaker noted the amount that was paid was $17,088.02 and the resolution reads 

“$17,088.20”, so we need to change that. 

 

Mr. Seeber made a motion to amend Resolution #45-15 to reflect the correct amount.  Mr. Bone 

seconded the motion.  

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote to amend the motion.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  

Mayor Ham, Mr. Bone, Ms. Brubaker and Mr. Seeber and Ms. Goforth voted “aye.”  Resolution 

#45-14 was amended. 
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Mayor Ham called for a voice vote on Resolution #45-14.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  

Mayor Ham, Mr. Bone, Ms. Brubaker and Mr. Seeber and Ms. Goforth voted “aye.”  Resolution 

#45-14 passed with a unanimous vote. 

 

-----------------Resolution #45-14---------------------- 

 

Resolution #45-14, Donation by Town Council to the School Board 

BE IT RESOLVED that the Colonial Beach Town Council meeting in regular session Thursday, July 10, 

2014 donates $17,088.02  to the Colonial Beach School Board’s Operating Fund, as requested by the 

School Board to cover zoning fees paid by the School Board in connection with the school’s new modular 

addition.  

------------------------End of Resolution-------------------- 

Closed Session 
Mr. Seeber made a motion to go into closed session pursuant to Virginia Code section 2.2-

3711(A)(1) for the purpose of the discussion or consideration of the disposition of publicly held 

real property because discussion in an open meeting would adversely affect the bargaining 

position or negotiating strategy of the Town Council-Robin Grove Park and pursuant to Virginia 

Code section 2.2-3711(A)(7) for consultation with legal counsel regarding a specific legal matter 

requiring the provision of legal advice-Riverfront Village Subdivision?  Ms. Brubaker seconded 

the motion. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  Mayor Ham, Mr. 

Bone, Ms. Brubaker and Mr. Seeber and Ms. Goforth voted “aye.”  Council moved into closed 

session. 

 

Reconvene 
At 9:35 Town Council reconvened into open session. 

 

Mr. Seeber made a motion to certify that only public business matters lawfully exempted from 

open meeting requirements under the Virginia Freedom of Information Act and only such public 

business matters as were identified in the motion by which the closed meeting was convened 

were heard, discussed or considered in the meeting by the Council.  Ms. Brubaker seconded the 

motion. 

 

Mayor Ham called for certification.  Signify by saying “I certify.”  Mayor Ham, Mr. Bone, Ms. 

Brubaker and Mr. Seeber and Ms. Goforth all certified.   

 

Adjournment  
Mr. Seeber made a motion to adjourn.  Ms. Brubaker seconded the motion.  The meeting was 

adjourned at 9:36 p.m. 
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_________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Kathleen Flanagan, Town Clerk  Mike Ham, Mayor 


