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Minutes of the  

Colonial Beach Town Council  

Regular Meeting held on  

Thursday, August 13, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. 
 

 

Colonial Beach Town Center 

22 Washington Avenue 

Colonial Beach, VA 22443 

 

 

 

 

 

Present  
 Mayor, Mike Ham  

 Vice Mayor, Eddie Blunt 

 Member, Wayne DiRosario 

 Member, Tommy Edwards 

 Member, Burkett Lyburn 

 Member, Mike Looney 

  

Absent 
 Member, Wanda Goforth 

 

Also Present  
 Town Manager, Val Foulds 

Town Clerk, Kathleen Flanagan 

 

Call to Order 
Mayor Ham called the meeting to order at 7:03 p.m.    

 

Roll Call of Members 
Mayor Ham requested a roll call of members.  Mr. Lyburn responded “here,” Mr. Blunt 

responded “here,” Mr. Edwards responded “here,” Mr. DiRosario responded “here,” Mr. Looney 

responded “here,” and Mayor Ham responded “here.”  All Council Members were present 

with the exception of Ms. Goforth. 
 

Additions to the Agenda 
There were no additions to the agenda.   
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Approval of the Agenda 
A motion was made by Mr. Edwards to approve the agenda.  Mr. Lyburn seconded the motion.   

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. 

Edwards, Mr. DiRosario, Mr. Lyburn, and Mayor Ham all said “aye.” The “ayes” were 

unanimous.  The motion to approve the agenda passed. 

 

Approval of the Minutes by full Council  
Mr. Lyburn made a motion to approve minutes presented for the June 17, 2015 Special Meeting; 

June 25, 2015 Work Session; July 9, 2015 Regular Meeting; and July 23, 2015 Work Session.  

Mr. Blunt seconded the motion.  

 

Mr. Looney indicated he had three changes to the minutes, which he had sent to the Town Clerk. 

Ms. Flanagan indicated the changes suggested by Mr. Looney had been incorporated into the 

minutes.  

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. 

DiRosario, Mr. Lyburn, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Looney and Mayor Ham all said “aye.” The “ayes” 

were unanimous.  The motion to approve the minutes as presented and amended passed 

unanimously. 

 

Approval of the Minutes by Council Committee  
Mr. Edwards made a motion to approve minutes presented to the council committee, consisting 

of Mayor Ham, Mr. Edwards and Ms. Goforth, for March 27, 2014 Work Session and the March 

28, 2014 Continued Work Session.  Mayor Ham seconded the motion. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  Mr. Edwards and 

Mayor Ham both  said “aye.” The motion by the council committee to approve the minutes 

as presented passed with a 2-0 vote, as Ms. Goforth was not present. 

 

Council Announcements 

Mr. Blunt thanked the town’s Code Enforcement Officer for her diligence and Public Works for 

expeditiously mitigating hazards reported around town. 

 

Mayor Ham congratulated Dr. Kevin Newman, School Superintendent for being cited as the 

most improved in SOL scores in the Northern Neck counties. 

 

Mayor Ham then noted Davenport Company will provide a briefing at the Work Session on 

August 27, 2015 regarding the school’s requested funding for constructing a new elementary 

school building.  There will be a public hearing held by the Town Council on Saturday, 

September 12, 2015 at 9:00 a.m. at its regular monthly meeting. 

 

Presentations 

 

Ms. Foulds, Town Manager 
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Ms. Foulds reported that selection of a contractor under the recent Request for Proposals will 

occur by close of business tomorrow, August 14
th

.   

 

Ms. Foulds also reported that in-house department applications for capital improvement requests 

are due. 

 

Police Chief Danny Plott 

Chief Plott reported that the department is in the process of hiring one new officer to fill a 

vacancy.  

 

Chief Plott further reported that National Night Out held last week was a success. 

 

Larry Roberson, Superintendent, Westmoreland County Board of Supervisors 

Mr. Roberson reported on an issue before the Board of Supervisors regarding initiating the  

county beginning to issue business licenses. Mr. Roberson noted if a business holds a license in 

the town, they will not have to purchase an additional license from the county.  

 

Mr. Roberson further reported that re-assessments will be complete by January 1, 2016, which 

will affect real estate tax rates.  According to Mr. Roberson, projected re-assessments indicated 

that the value of townhouses and condos may drop 6% and  waterfront values may drop.   

 

Mr. Roberson noted the number of emergency services volunteers have dropped significantly.  

 

A citizen, Ray Wells, asked Mr. Roberson why the properties are going down in value.  Mr. 

Roberson answered the assessment data is five years old and is not looked at year to year. 

 

A citizen, Glenda Chiarello, asked Mr. Roberson why town residents would have to pay extra for 

emergency services in the county as the town has its own rescue squad.  Mayor Ham answered 

the county is looking at all emergency services throughout the entire county.  

 

Mr. Blunt noted the county and the town both have the disadvantage that there is no local 

hospital and the transport to and from the hospital is a three hour turn-around.   

 

Dr. Kevin Newman, Superintendent, Colonial Beach School System 

Dr. Newman reported that four students attended a law institute at Southern University.      

 

Dr. Newman further reported that the School Board will hold a retreat on Monday and will 

discuss how to make the school more accessible to the community.  

 

Dr. Newman introduced a student, Rachael Schafter, who attended NASA Academy.  Ms. 

Schafter gave a short presentation to Council. 

 

Mr. Edwards noted the renovations in the showers and restrooms has been very well received by 

parents, students and visiting teams.                                                   

 

Glenda Chiarello, representing Downtown Colonial Beach and Tourism 
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Ms. Chiarello invited Council members to attend an unveiling of a “LOVE” sign on Friday, 

September 4
th

 at 2pm on the boardwalk near the Visitor’s Center. The Colonial Beach 

Foundation received a grant from Virginia Tourism to work on a “LOVE” project that represents 

the town and provides a photo op for visitors.  

 

Mr. Looney asked Ms. Chiarello to speak to the relationship between the Revitalization 

Management Team and the Downtown Colonial Beach group.  Ms. Chiarello answered the 

Management Team is temporary and is grant-related. The Downtown Colonial Beach group is a 

permanent group that focuses on economic development under a Main Street initiative program. 

 

Unfinished Business 
There was no unfinished business. 

 

New Business 

 

Resolution #44-15, Requesting the Virginia Department of Transportation to 

Delete Streets to the Urban Highway System 
Mayor Ham noted that the resolution deletes three-one-hundredths of a mile of Hawthorn Street 

at the very end to construct a pedestrian plaza.  This project is being done as part of the 

revitalization grant. 

 

Motion to Adopt Resolution #44-15 

Mr. Lyburn made a motion to adopt Resolution 44-15 as written.  Mr. Edwards seconded the 

motion. 

 

Motion to Amend 

Mr. Looney asked to amend the resolution by changing the word “to” to “from” in the title; by 

adding the word “to” to line 3 after the word “additions,” and adding the word “from” to line 3 

after the word “deletions.” 

 

Mr. Edwards seconded the amendments. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. 

DiRosario, Mr. Lyburn, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Looney and Mayor Ham all said “aye.” The “ayes” 

were unanimous.  The motion to amend Resolution #44-15 passed unanimously by Council 

members present. 

 

Motion to Adopt 

Mayor Ham noted the motion to adopt remained on the floor and asked if there was discussion 

on the motion.   

 

Mr. Looney asked if Beach Terrace can accommodate two-way traffic.  Mayor Ham answered 

affirmatively saying there also will be room to turn around. 

 

Mr. DiRosario asked how the fire apparatus will get to the condos.  Ms. Foulds answered the 

bolards are designed to unlock for easy removal and that the Fire Department has looked over the 



5 | P a g e  

 

proposal. Mayor Ham noted the department will continue to have access to Taylor Street.  Mr. 

Blunt further noted the condo buildings have sprinkler systems. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by saying “aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. 

DiRosario, Mr. Lyburn, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Looney and Mayor Ham all said “aye.” The “ayes” 

were unanimous.  The motion to approve Resolution #44-15, as amended, passed 

unanimously by Council members present. 

 

RESOLUTION # 44-15    

RESOLUTION REQUESTING THE VIRGINIA DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION TO 

DELETE STREETS FROM THE URBAN HIGHWAY SYSTEM 

 WHEREAS, it is necessary for a request by resolution to be made to the Department of 

Transportation of the Commonwealth of Virginia by the Council of the Town of Colonial Beach for all 

additions to and deletions from to the Urban Highway System in said Town; and  

 WHEREAS, the street(s) listed on the attached U-1, entitled “Local Assistance Division VDOT, 

Request for Street Additions and Deletions for Street Payments” have been reviewed by the Town and 

found to meet the requirements for deletions from the State Urban Highway System in accordance with 

Section 33.2-319 of the 1950 Code of Virginia, as amended. 

 NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the Town of Colonial Beach, 

Virginia, that: 

It is requested that .03 moving lane miles of existing collector/ local street(s) be deleted from the State 

Urban Highway System as reflected on the above mentioned U-1 Form. The requested deletion covers 

Hawthorn Street, from Taylor Street to Beach Terrace 

 BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the Department 

of Transportation of the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

 ADOPTED by the Council of the Town of Colonial Beach, Virginia, this 13th day of August, 

2015. 

_________________________________________________________________________________ 

Resolution #45-15, Referring Ordinance Nos. 641 and 649, to amend Article 9, 

Article 13, Article 18, Article 24 and Article 26 of the Colonial Beach Zoning 

Ordinance to the Colonial Beach Planning Commission 
Mayor Ham read the resolution and noted Council agreed to keep the articles referenced as 

separate articles rather than consolidate into one miscellaneous article.   
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Motion to Adopt Resolution #45-15 
Mr. Edwards made a motion to adopt Resolution #45-15 as written.  Mr. Lyburn seconded the 

motion. 

 

Mr. Looney asked if the individual Zoning Ordinance articles should have separate ordinance 

numbers. Mayor Ham noted as they are referred back to Town Council, a determination will be 

made at that time regarding ordinance numbers. 

 

Mr. Looney asked to delete the word “and” on line 9 of the resolution.  There was council 

agreement to strike the word. 

 

Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Ham called for a voice vote.  All in favor, signify by 

saying “aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. DiRosario, Mr. Lyburn, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Looney and Mayor 

Ham all said “aye.” The “ayes” were unanimous.  The motion to approve Resolution #45-15 

passed unanimously by Council members present. 

 
RESOLUTION # 45-15, Referring  Ordinance Nos. 641 and 649, to amend Article 9, Article 13, 

Article 18, Article 24 and Article 26, of the Colonial Beach Zoning Ordinance to the Colonial Beach 

Planning Commission   

WHEREAS, Sections 15.2-1427 and 15.2-1433 of the Code of Virginia, 1950, as may be 

amended from time to time, enable a local governing body to adopt, amend, and codify 

ordinances or portions thereof; and 
  

WHEREAS, section 15.2-2285 requires that prior to the amendment of any zoning 

ordinance that the ordinance be referred to the local planning commission; and 
  
WHEREAS, staff is recommending that the Colonial Beach Zoning Ordinance be 

amended as follows: update Article 9, Commercial Residential; Article 13, Parking; Article 18, 

Miscellaneous; Article 24, Landscaping; and Article 26, Home Occupations.  
  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Colonial Beach Town Council that 

Ordinance No. 641 and Ordinance No. 649 are referred to the Colonial Beach Planning 

Commission for a recommendation in accordance with state law. 

_________________________________________________________________ 

Resolution #46-15, Authorizes the Town Manager to approve the application 

for the 2
nd

 Annual Bike Fest  
Mayor Ham read the resolution.   

 

Mr. Looney made a motion to adopt Resolution #46-15 as written.  Mr. Lyburn seconded the 

motion. 

 

Motion to Amend 
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Mr. Looney made a motion to amend the resolution by adding the words “and Administer its 

Details” to the title of the Resolution.  Mr. Blunt seconded the amendments. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote on the motion to amend.  All in favor, signify by saying 

“aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. Lyburn, Mr. Edwards, Mr. Looney and Mayor Ham all said “aye.”  Mr. 

DiRosario voted “no.”  

 

The motion to amend Resolution #46-15 passed with a 5-1 vote. 

 

Motion to Adopt 

Mayor Ham noted the motion to adopt remained on the floor and asked if there was discussion 

on the motion.   

 

Mr. DiRosario noted the Town Manager usually approves the application a week before Bike 

Fest and is wondering why this is before Council now. 

 

Mayor Ham answered the resolution brings out everything the Town Manager is already 

authorized to do.  

 

Mr. DiRosario would like to see the town make more money from this event.   

 

Mr. Blunt believes this resolution will help to capture more money from the event. 

 

Mr. Edwards asked where the money will come from to pay the Virginia State Police. 

 

Chief Plott answered the Virginia State Police, with very few exceptions, do not charge for their 

services.  The tactical field force teams are on standby in cases of civil disturbance.  

 

Mr. Lyburn asked Ms. Foulds if the Chamber could provide a summary of events for the bike 

fest at the work session. Mayor Ham answered that the bike fest organizers report at every work 

session.  

 

Hearing no further discussion, Mayor Ham called for a roll call vote.  Mr. Edwards voted “aye,” 

Mr. Looney voted “aye,” Mr. Lyburn voted “aye,” Mr. Blunt voted “aye,” Mr. DiRosario voted 

“no,” and Mayor Ham voted “aye.” The motion to approve Resolution #46-15 passed with a 

5-1 vote. 
 

RESOLUTION # 46-15, Authorizes the Town Manager to approve the 

application for the 2
nd

 Annual Bike Fest and administer its details  

WHEREAS, the Colonial Beach Chamber of Commerce has submitted an application to the 

Town of Colonial Beach for approval to host a second annual Bikefest in the Town of Colonial Beach 

during October, 2015; and 

WHEREAS,, the Town Code, Chapter II, Article 2, Section 2-17, declares that "The town 

manager…shall have general charge and management of the administrative affairs and work of the town," 
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and "is authorized to exercise such administrative authority as necessary to insure the efficient and 

economical operation of the town, except such powers as are or may be specifically prohibited by the 

town council or the laws or Constitution of Virginia;” and 

WHEREAS, the Town's Beaches and Waterway Ordinance, Section 5-12(a) further declares that 

"The Town Manager is hereby authorized to…adopt and enforce reasonable policies, procedures, rules 

and regulations pertaining to the use of town parks, recreation facilities and recreation equipment.” 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Colonial Beach Town Council at its regular 

monthly meeting on August 13, 2015, that the Council authorizes the Town Manager to: 

 In her discretion, give formal approval to the application submitted for Bikefest 2015, provided that the 

application is appropriate and supported by any and all necessary information; and 

 administer the details associated with Bikefest, particularly those pertaining to obtaining reimbursement by 

the Town for the cost of the use of Town property and resources; and 

 ensure complete reimbursement for the cost of the use of Town property and resources, as well as 

compliance with local permitting fees and taxes; and 

 manage and approve all matters related to Bikefest and keep the Town Council regularly informed as to the 

details associated with Bikefest. 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Citizen Input 
Luke Sydnor, 215 Ball Street, discussed the sign advertising bike fest saying only Maryland 

business sponsors are listed.  Mr. Sydnor would like to add the words “held in Colonial Beach” 

to the sign. Mr. Sydnor would also like to increase the insurance amount required.  

 

Ray Wells, 200 5
th

 Street, would like to see a cover charge to hear the bands.   

 

Robert James, Bancroft Avenue, is new to Colonial Beach and thinks it’s a great community.  

 

Walter Kern, 2400 McKinney Boulevard, spoke to two issues: (1) use the remaining yacht club 

money to pay for a new roof on the fire department; and (2) use the money earned from golf 

carts to pave 7
th

 and 12
th

 Streets, and fix up the dirt alley between McDonalds and Union Bank. 

 

Mr. Kern further noted that Colonial Beach Recreation has gotten no response from the town nor 

the school board other than the location for a mini golf course was not the best location.  Mr. 

Kern noted the Wilder parking lot would be a good alternative location as the lot is underused.  

 

Diane Pearson, 300 Billingsley Avenue, spoke to the yacht club money which was put into 

Wheat Securities.  

 

Shannon Lupo, Dockside Restaurant asked if bike fest was a town event.  Mayor Ham answered 

it is a Chamber of Commerce event.  

 

Ms. Lupo provided a copy of a letter she received regarding trademark rights of the bike fest 

logo.  Mayor Ham answered that the town does not hold any trademarks on any logos.   
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Susan Smith, reporter, Westmoreland News, noted the curb cuts in front of Town Center no 

longer meet.  Mayor Ham explained that the work will be finished. 

 

Closed Meeting 
There was no closed meeting. 

 

Adjournment/Recess 
Mr. Edwards made a motion to adjourn.  Mr. Lyburn seconded the motion. 

 

Mayor Ham called for a voice vote on the motion to adjourn.  All in favor, signify by saying 

“aye.”  Mr. Blunt, Mr. DiRosario, Mr. Lyburn, Mr. Looney, Mr. Edwards and Mayor Ham voted 

“aye.”  The motion to adjourn passed unanimously by Council members present.  

 

At 8:52 p.m. the meeting was adjourned.    

 

 

 

 

_________________________________ _______________________________________ 

Kathleen Flanagan, Town Clerk  Mike Ham, Mayor 
 


