
 BMP-Best Management Practice- 

stormwater treatment technique 

 EIA-Effective Impervious Area-

impervious area in catchment that is 

directly connected to stream channels 

 Stormwater Runoff-occurs when   

precipitation from rain or snowmelt 

flows over the ground. Impervious 

surfaces like driveways, sidewalks, 

and streets prevent stormwater    

runoff from naturally soaking into 

the ground.  

 Carbon Footprint-the amount of   

carbon dioxide and other        

greenhouse gases  an individual’s 

choices create. 

TERMS TO UNDERSTAND 

How to save the environment and your 

budget one home at a time 

Tools for Sustainability 

 i-tree                                      

open source software that      

quantifies the environmental and 

economical services trees provide 

http://www.itreetools.org/ 

 Environmental Protection Agency 

contains information on            

sustainability and policies        

concerning environmental         

protection                            

http://www.epa.gov/ 

 Carbon Footprint Calculator     

estimates how many tons of carbon 

dioxide and other greenhouse 

gases your choices create each 

year                                                 

http://www.nature.org/greenliving/

carboncalculator/ 

 Town of Colonial Beach Website 

contains information concerning 

Colonial Beach including The   

Comprehensive Plan, which       

contains future Sustainable ideas 

concerning The Town             

http://www.colonialbeachva.net/ 

Town of Colonial Beach 
Department of Planning and Community Development 

315 Douglas Avenue 
Colonial Beach, VA 22443 

(804) 224-7506 

COLONIAL BEACH POLICY 

Colonial Beach is under the         

Chesapeake Bay Preservation Act, 

which states that an owner can only 

cover 36% of their property with          

impervious surface, which includes but 

is not limited to: principal structures,      

accessory structures and driveways.  If 

an owner wants to exceed the 36%, a 

mitigation plan is required.  A       

mitigation plan typically involves one 

or more BMPs to help offset the    

excess percentage. 



 

 

Sustainable Development requires the understanding 

of two key facts: 

 Pollution on one property can directly affect the 

water quality of The Potomac River and the    

environment of Colonial Beach 

 The actions of today affect the generations of 

tomorrow 

Nonpoint source pollution is polluted stormwater runoff 

that flows across the ground surface.  Best Management 

Practices (BMPs) help prevent and control that polluted 

runoff before it can reach a creek, pond, or wetland. BMPs 

are more cost effective and lower in maintenance than 

conventional, structural storm water controls.  

BMPs are a great way to sustain green living,     

however they are not the only ways to practice  

sustainability.  Sustainable Practices include any 

practice which  decreases your carbon footprint.  

This can range from your eating and social habits to 

the functionality of your home.  Some sustainable 

practices for your home are listed below: 

Solar Panels 

Can help power your home environmentally 

and economically. 

Rain Barrels 

Collects and stores rain water from 

your roof which would  normally     

become stormwater runoff. 

Permeable Pavers 

Paving materials with a base 

and subbase that allow the 

movement of stormwater 

through the surface.   

Recycle 

Converting waste into          

fertilizer. 

Green Building Techniques 

Green Building techniques such 

as dual plumbing, passive solar 

building design, etc. can reduce 

your homes’ carbon footprint. 

Grass Swale 

 As stormwater runoff flows along 

these channels, it is treated through 

vegetation slowing the water to allow 

sedimentation. 

Trees 

Reduce stormwater runoff and   

improve water quality by absorbing 

and filtering rain water. 

Rain Garden 

Surface runoff is directed into these        

landscaped depressions which  incorporate 

many of the pollutant removal mechanisms 

that operate in forested ecosystems.  

Vegetated Roof 

Removes heat from the air, reducing          

temperatures of the roof surface and the 

surrounding air and absorbs and filters      

rainwater reducing stormwater runoff. 


