
The most criticized issue about          

constructing environmentally friendly 

buildings is the price.  Green           

Technologies tend to cost more   

money, however they yield much 

more during the life of the building.  

The savings come from the efficiency 

of the utilities which results in      

decreased energy bills. 

How to save the environment and your 

budget one building at a time 

Tools for Sustainability 

 Athena EcoCalculator                                    

provides life cycle assessment     

results for common building           

assemblies                                   

http://www.itreetools.org/ 

 Environmental Protection Agency 

contains information on            

sustainability and policies        

concerning environmental         

protection                            

http://www.epa.gov/ 

 LEED                                        

(Leadership in Energy &                   

Environmental Design) a green   

building certification program that 

recognizes best-in-class building 

strategies and practices                                                    

http://www.nature.org/greenliving/

carboncalculator/ 

 Town of Colonial Beach Website   

contains  information concerning 

Colonial Beach including The    

Comprehensive Plan, which       

contains future Sustainable ideas 

concerning The Town             

http://www.colonialbeachva.net/ 

Town of Colonial Beach 
Department of Planning  and Community Development 

315 Douglas Avenue 
Colonial Beach, VA 22443 

(804) 224-7506 

“GREEN” BUILDING 

The EPA defines “Green Building” 

as: the practice of creating and   

using healthier and more resource 

efficient models of construction,   

renovation, operation, maintenance 

and demolition. 

COLONIAL BEACH POLICY 

In Colonial Beach, through a rezon-

ing, a developer may receive up to a   

maximum of a 25% or $5,000  

credit, whichever is less, for using  

sustainable development methods.  

Such items may include the use of  

energy star compliant equipment, low 

impact development methods or oth-

er similar sustainable development   

methods. 

Cost 



Sustainable Development requires the understanding 

of two key facts: 

 Pollution on one property can directly affect the 

water quality of The Potomac River and the    

environment of Colonial Beach  

 The actions of today affect the generations of 

tomorrow 

Why build “Green”? 

Environmental Benefits:  

Improve and protect biodiversity, ecosystems, air  and 

water quality; reduce waste streams, conservation and 

restoration of natural resources 

 

Economic Benefits:  

Cut costs, optimize life cycle economic performance 

Social Benefits: 

Enhance aesthetics, reduce stress on local            

infrastructure, improve quality of life 

  

 

 

 

 

Energy Efficiency 

 Solar Water Heating 

 Building Envelope Improvements 

 Passive Solar Building Design 

 

Water Efficiency 

 Distribution System Audits, Leak 

Detection, and Repair  

 Ultra-low flush toilets, low flow 

shower heads and bidets 

Indoor Air Quality 

 Properly Designed Ventilation 

 Interior finish product with 

zero or low VOC emissions 

 Solid Wood Products 

Materials 

 Rapidly renewable plant        

materials (bamboo, straw,   

dimension stone, etc.) 

 Recycled materials 

Waste Reduction 

 Landfill Reduction 

 Renovation 

 Waste Recycling 


