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ò The ordinance we have 

before us is complied 

from a variety of 

locations in Virginia. 

ò The one common theme 

of these types of 

ordinances is the 

creation of the òsense 

of placeó or òvillageó 
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ò Associated with the village 
atmosphere is that most of 
the parking areas are 
located to the rear or side 
of the buildings.   

ò Also the parking lots are 
landscaped to break up 
the massive asphalt area, 
offer an opportunity to 
lower runoff, as well as 
offering shade and 
buffering to adjacent uses. 
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ò The breaking up of 

expansive walls by using 

architectural treatments; 

such as varying roof lines, 

exterior wall surfaces, and 

use of window/doors 

helps to prevent the larger 

commercial buildings 

from overpowering the 

site and appearing to be 

òtoo bigó  
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ò Here is an example where an 
older commercial structure, 
which already had been 
constructed was re-used.  
The parking lot was pre-
existing and in an effort to 
meet the village concept 
fencing and landscaping was 
installed on the perimeter.  
Additionally the entrance was 
relocated off the main road 
to a side street to offer less 
impact on the main road. 
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ò Here a new 

development, it was 

constructed about 5 

years ago.  Notice that 

the front yard is 

landscaped with a 

sidewalk and the garage 

bay doors which face 

the side parking area 

and not the street. 
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ò Here also is another recent 

commercial establishment  

ò The entrance is to the rear 

with an exit coming out the 

side.   

ò Extensive landscaping , 

sidewalks and architectural 

details to foster the village 

concept have been 

incorporated into the 

building. 
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ò Just down the street from the 
previous slide is some older 
developments which have 
little to no parking in the front 
yard.  Patronõs vehicles are 
directed to the rear and side 
yards where parking facilities 
are located. 

ò Again architectural elements 
are included in the buildings 
to foster the village look and 
appearance. 

ò A nice, neat monument style 
sign is utilized instead of tall 
unsightly pole signs. 
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ò Streetscape is 

important aspect in a 

highway overlay district 

ò The sidewalks, street 

lights and landscaping 

further enhance the 

sense of a village 
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ò Another example of 

streetscaping is shown 

here; it utilizes existing 

trees and is supplemented 

by other landscaping 

materials, along with a 

sidewalk parallel to the 

main roadway.  The front 

yards are devoid of parking 

ð all to the rear of the 

structures. 
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ò Here once again the use 

of various façades for a 

rather large building.  

The facades brake up 

expansive exterior walls 

and foster a village 

character.  

ò The main parking lot is 

the right of the main 

building. 
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ò Re-use of a historic 
structure that has been 
converted into 
professional office 
space with the entrance 
to the side and parking 
to the rear.   

ò The developer saw the 
value in preservation of 
the oak tree. 

ò Notice the small but 
readable sign in the 
front of property. 
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òHere is a Goldõs Gym, a 

large expansive building 

which often is 

considered as a òBig 

Boxó 

ò Notice how just breaking 

up the walls with 

different treatments 

reduces the building 

mass and reinforces a 

village concept. 
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ò This is the back of a 
Goldõs Gym and offers 
another example of 
breaking up the façade 
to create the look of 
multiple buildings. 

ò The building faces the 
main road, in the 
background, and the 
parking is shielded by 
the hill. 
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ò One more example of 
how varying the façade 
makes a big box facility 
look and feel more like a 
village.   

ò The buildings have two 
front facades ð one 
facing the main road (not 
shown) and this one 
facing the parking lot to 
the rear 
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òSo now I will show some comparisons ð of 

typical commercial strip development and the 

village concept ð its up to the Commission 

determine which vision we want to aspire to in 

the futureéé. 



ALTERNATIVE FUTURES 

THIS OR THIS 


